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Lithuanian  National  Museum  Reproduction  Ancient  Coins 

By 

Henry  L.  Gaidis 

Anyone  who  has  ever  visited  Lithuania  will  surely  agree  that  the  country  has  many  outstanding 
museums  from  the  restored  medieval  castle  at  Trakai  to  the  Vytautas-the-Great  War  Museum  in  Kaunas. 
Sure  the  gem  among  these  museums  is  the  Lithuanian  National  Museum  (Lietuvos  Nacionalinion 
Muziejaus)  in  Vilnius,  Lithuania.  Somewhat  akin  to  the  American  Smithsonian  Museum,  the 
Lithuanian  National  Museum  displays  all  types  of  national  treasures  from  the  dawn  of  man  in  Lithuania 
to  current  independence  period  items.  Although  there  is  no  extensive  coin  display,  the  Lithuanian 
National  Museum  has  an  extensive  ancient  coin  collection  and  their  research  has  contributed  greatly 
towards  the  knowledge  of  numismatics.  In  recent  issues  of  the  Knight  we  have  features  several  newly 
discovered  coins  which  were  previously  unknown  to  historians  and  collectors. 
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Like  many  museum  around  the  world  the  Lithuanian  National  Museum  has  a small  gift  shop 
selling  tourist  items  that  frequent  features  things  in  their  collection.  I am  sure  all  are  aware  of  museum 
postcards  illustrating  paintings,  statutes,  furmture  and  the  like.  I doubt  anyone  reading  this  article  can 
say  he  or  his  wife  has  not  purchased  such  tourist  items  in  the  past.  Among  the  tourist  items  which  have 
been  sold  for  the  past  decade  or  so  has  been  reproductions  or  replicas  of  ancient  Lithuanian  coins. 
Actually  these  museum  coins  are  excellent  reproductions  and  when  placed  side  by  side  with  an  original 
are  hard  to  distinguish  from  an  original.  To  avoid  these  coins  being  sold  as  originals,  they  were  struck 
in  an  aluminum  type  metal  which  gives  the  appearance  of  silver,  but  is  definitely  lighter  in  weight. 
Each  coin  is  sold  in  a plastic  bag  containing  the  coin  with  a small  piece  of  paper  identifying  the  ruler 
who  struck  the  coin,  the  dates  of  his  reign,  and  the  coin’s  denomination.  Printed  on  the  reverse  side  of 
the  piece  of  paper,  Lithuanian  text  clearly  identifies  the  coin  as  being  an  aluminum  replica  and  provides 
the  weight  and  measurements  of  the  actual  coin. 


For  the  average  tourist  and  many  beginning  eollectors  or  collectors  of  modest  means,  such 
replicas  may  be  the  closest  they  will  ever  come  to  holding  one  of  the  real  coins.  The  receipt  of  such  a 
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coin  had  given  great  pleasure  to  many  of  a child  regardless  of  his  age.  I the  author  have  no  doubts  that 
such  replica  coins  will  spur  many  into  a future  passion  for  collecting.  Ancient  Lithuanian  coins  are 
hard  to  find  and  are  getting  more  expensive  daily.  The  discussed  ancient  Lithuanian  replica  coins  sell 
were  initially  sold  for  less  than  a lit  or  two  when  first  encountered  by  the  author  and  he  is  sure  many 
have  found  their  way  into  collections  around  the  world. 

There  is  no  doubt  what  so  ever  such  replica  coins  have  a place  in  coin  collecting  and  many 
replica  coins  over  time  become  collector’s  items  themselves.  Still  the  advent  of  the  internet  and  sales 
places  like  E-Bay,  such  coins  have  already  been  sold  by  unscrupulous  sellers  as  originals  and  due  to 
their  scarcity  many  buyers  do  not  even  know  they  might  own  a replica  coins.  For  this  reason,  the  author 
has  written  this  brief  article  and  enclosed  photographs  of  three  such  coins  that  he  purchased  from  the 
Lithuanian  National  Museum  during  the  early  days  of  the  restored  republic. 

The  three  replica  Lithuanian  National  Museum  ancient  coins  know  to  the  author  are  the 
Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  (LDK)  Jogaila  Vladislovas  (1377-1392)  Pinigelis;  the  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke 
Vytatuas  (1392-1430)  Denar;  and  the  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  Zygimantas  (1544  and  1548-1572)  3 
Grasiai  (Treciokas).  The  two  Jogaila  and  Vytautas  coins  do  not  bear  any  dates,  but  feature  the 
traditional  insignia  of  their  reign.  The  replica  Zygimantas  Grasiai  bears  the  split  two  digits  date  1562 
on  each  side  of  his  Crown  S A initials.  Remember  these  are  excellent  replica  coins  and  worth  having  in 
a collection. 


Still  when  sold  over  the  internet  as  originals  such  coins  could  be  purchased  at  expensive  prices 
with  the  purchaser  never  knowing  that  he  had  been  cheated.  The  author  is  aware  of  these  three 
presented  replicas,  but  there  could  be  other  on  the  market.  Collectors  should  always  be  aware  of  the  old 
adage  of  “Let  the  Buyer  Beware”. 
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NEW  100  LITIJ  GOLD  COIN  ISSUED 

As  we  go  to  press,  a new  100  litu  gold  proof  coin  has  been  issued  to 
commemorate  the  1,000th  year  anniversary  mention  of  the  name  Lithuania. 
The  statistics  about  the  coin  are  reproduced  here  from  the  www.lbank.lt 
website,  along  with  an  illustration  of  the  coin.  Also  illustrated  here  is 
information  about  the  upcoming  50  lity  silver  proof  coin  commemorating  the 
XXIX  Olympic  games.  We  will  keep  you  infQrmed  here  in  The  Knight. 


Coin  to  mark  the  XXIX  Olympic  Games. 

Denomination  50  litas 
Silver  Ag  925 
Diameter  38.61  mm 
Weight  28.28  g 
Quality  proof 

The  words  on  the  edge  of  the  coin 

Mintage  5,000  pieces 

To  be  issued  in  the  fourt  quarter  of  2007 


Coin  from  series  dedicated  to  mark  the  millennium  anniversary  of  the 
mention  of  the  name  of  Lithuania 

Denomination  100  litas 
Gold  Au  999.9 
Diameter  22.30  mm 
Weight  7.78  g 
Quality  proof 

The  words  on  the  edge  of  the  coin 
Mintage  5,000  pieces 
To  be  issued  on  September  26,  2007 
Price  750  litas 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH.  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

PETRAS  RIMSA  MEDAL:  CONGRESS  OF  VILNIUS. 


This  past  summer  -your  LNA  director  Alex 
Radzius,  and  yours  truly,  The  Knight  editor  were 
fortunate  to  add  to  their  collections  a precious  Petras 
Rimsa  medal.  Both  were  the  1925-issued  Congress  of 
Vilnius  medal.  For  our  readers  who  are  unfamiliar  with 
the  artist,  Petras  Rimsa  (1881-1960)  was  one  of 
Lithuania’s  most  prolific  sculptors  and  medalists.  His 
medals  are  highly  collectible  today. 

On  personal  note,  this  editor  has  been  trying  to 
obtain  a genuine  Rimsa  medal  for  years.  At  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Milwaukee  in  August,  LNA  member  Tony 
Tumonis  brokered  a 60  mm.  size  one  for  me,  and  that  is 
the  one  illustrated  with  this  article.  Our  LNA  director  was 
also  fortunate  with  a find  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
purchased  his  35  mm.  diameter  version  with  loop  and 
decoration  ribbon. 

This  editor’s  great-grandmother  was  a Rimsa, 
which  gives  me  a natural  affection  to  collect  Rimsa 
medals.  I have  always  been  fascinated  with  this  acclaimed 
Lithuanian  medalist,  even  before  I knew  of  my 
genealogical  background.  In  May,  1983,  my  article  “The 
Medals  of  Petras  Rimsa”  was  the  featured  cover  story  in 
The  Numismatist,  the  official  publication  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  It  cataloged  and  described  the 
various  Rimsa  medals  which  exist,  both  before  WWII  and 
after. 

Rimsa’ s medals  were  produced  in  a variety  of 
sizes:  25,  35,  60,  75,  and  100  mm.  diameter.  They  were 
usually  stuck  in  bronze,  or  silver  wash.  They  were 
produced  in  LcLocle,  Switzerland  by  the  Huguenin  Freres 
& Co.,  the  same  firm  which  manufactured  Lithuania’s 
military  orders  and  decorations. 

I personally  enjoy  the  60  mm.  size,  as  it  is  large 
enough  to  display  in  a coin  exhibit  case  and  to  allow 
viewers  to  appreciate  its  beauty.  Maybe  in  the  future  I can 
be  fortunate  enough  to  locate  another  Rimsa  design  for 
my  collection,  and  someday  even  produce  an  exhibit. 
Congress  of  Vilnius  Medal 

Following  the  Revolt  of  1905  in  the  Russian 
Empire,  Lithuanian  nationalists,  concerned  with  the 
question  of  autonomy  for  Lithuania,  gathered  in  the 
capital  Vilnius  on  November  21-22  1905.  Headed  by 
Jonas  Basanavicius,  the  2,000  member  assembly  resolved 
that  the  Czar  was  the  enemy  of  Lithuania,  that  Lithuania 

should  be  autonomous,  that  Russian  influences  in 
Lithuania  must  be  removed,  and  that  the  Lithuanian 


language  and  culture  should  reign  supreme  in  the 
country.  Within  a few  weeks  after  the  assembh 
dispersed,  Lithuanians  held  elections,  ousting 
Russian  officials.  However,  the  Russian 
government  soon  enacted  repressive  measures 
against  those  who  had  been  active  in  carrying  out 
the  resolutions.  This  medal  commemorates  the 
20th  anniversary  of  the  Congress  of  N'ilnius. 
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Ob\erse:  To  American  "eyes",  the  side  with  the  female  figure 
would  seem, to  be  the  obverse  since  the  side  with  the  portrait  of  the 
sovereign  or  allegorical  figure  is  taken  to  be  the  'heads'  by  the 
English  speaking  public.  However,  this  was  not  the  way  the  medal 
was  designed  or  manufactured.  Om  this  case,  the  side  with  the 
allegorical  figure  is  not  the  obverse.  Further,  in  Lithuanian,  the 
obverse  is  called  the  'vardine  puse'-  literally,  'the  side  which 
names/  identifies.  In  the  center  of  the  medal  and  underneath  the 
outline  of  Lithuania's  Vilnius,  is  the  identifying  inscription  'DIDYSIS 
VILNIAUS  SEIMAS'  meaning  "The  Great  Congress  of  Vilnius".  And 
at  the  bottom,  just  above  the  burning  lamp/eternal  flame,  is  the 
date  of  the  Congress  '1905'.  The  outline  of  Vilnius  is  in  the  center 
of  the  medal  and  it  consists  of  the  city  walls,  the  Vilnius  Castle  atop 
Gediminas's  Hill,  as  well  as  the  Vilnius  Cathedral  with  its  Bell 
Tower.  Along  the  top  edge  from  about  the  10  o'clock  to  the  2 
o'clock  positions  is  a phrase  from  the  Lithuanian  National  Anthem, 
'IS  PRAEITIES  TAVO  SUNUS  TE  STIPRYBES  SEMIA',  meaning,  "May 
your  sons  draw  strength  from  the  past".  The  rest  of  the  edge 
consists  of  a stylized  oak  wreath. 

Reverse:  At  the  very  center  is  the  allegorical  figure  of  an 
independent  Lithuania  standing  before  her  throne  holding  with  her 
outstretched  right  arm  the  ancient  Vytis  flag  of  the  Lithuanian 
Empire.  The  chain  of  slavery  is  at  her  feet,  and  the  lion  of  strenght 
is  at  her  side.  Her  left  elbow  rests  on  shield  with  the  Apostolic 
Cross  as  its  device,  the  arms  adopted  by  the  Lithuanian  National 
Guard  (Lietuvos  SiauliLi  Sajunga),  with  its  initials  'LSS'  across  the 
face  of  the  shield.  At  the  very  top  is  the  date '1 925'.  The  signature 
'P.Rimsa'  appears  on  the  far  left  of  the  medal  and  reads  from  the 
inside  looking  out. 

Left:  May,  1982  issue  of 
'The  Numismatist'  featu- 
ring a close-up  of  the 
'Congress  of  Vilnius' 
medal. 

Right:  A full  size  photo 
of  the  'Congress  of 
Vilnius'  recently  obtai- 
ned by  Alex  Radzius. 
The  'yellow-green-red' 
ribbon  may  not  be 
original.  Any  informa- 
tion from  our  readers  on 
the  original  colors  of  the 
medal's  ribbon  would  be 
greatly  appreciated. 
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KAPOS,  GRiyNOS,  and  NORTHERN  EUROPEAN  SILVER  INGOTS 

\ 

Presentation  by  Audrius  V.  Plioplys  MD,  at  the  January  11,  2006,  meeting  of  the 
Chicago  Coin  Club  (previously  presented  at  the  Balzekas  Museum  in  Chicago  on 
October  16,  2005). 

Thank  you  very  much  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  of  reviewing  the  history  of  the 
earliest  monetary  systems  in  Northern  Europe,  and  in  Lithuania  in  particular.  First  I want 
to  thank  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas,  Robert  Douchis  (who  passed  away  in  early  2005)  and 
Frank  Passic  for  all  of  their  assistance  in  obtaining  the  ingots,  and  information  about 
them. 

The  territory  surrounding  Lithuania  was  already  inhabited  by  10,000  BC.  Around  3,000 
BC  Baltic  amber  was  traded,  by  overland  routes,, to  as  far  as  Egypt.  Amber  was  the  first 
Lithuanian  “gold.”  By  500  BC  the  Phoenicians  (located  in  current  day  Lebanon) 
circumnavigated  Europe  and  established  trading  sea-routes  for  amber.  This  trade  route 
was  continued  by  the  Roman  Empire.  During  Emperor  Nero’s  reign  (54  to  68  AD)  a ship 
load  of  amber  arrived  in  Rome — so  much  amber  that  the  walls  of  the  Coliseum  were 
bedecked  with  amber  and  all  of  the  gladiators’  armour  was  encrusted  with  amber.  In 
exchange,  the  Lithuanians  traded  for  bronze  tools  and  weapons,  which  in  turn  were 
used  in  trade. 

Further  evolution  of  trade  was  in  furs.  The  forests  surrounding  Lithuania  were  rich  in 
marten  (a  black  marten  is  better  known  as  a sable).  Marten  pelts  were  used  in 
exchange.  Pelts  were  used  as  single  units  of  exchange,  and  as  larger  units.  Initially, 
bundles  of  15  marten  pelts  were  considered  a unit,  then  most  historical  sources  refer  to 
a bundle  of  40  pelts.  Taxation  was  frequently  requested  in  pelts,  and  rulers  would  have 
store  houses  of  pelts,  that  would  be  traded  or  sold.  Pelts  were  traded  primarily  with  the 
Vikings,  in  exchange  for  silver  coins.  The  Vikings  obtained  the  silver  by  selling  slaves  to 
the  Turkamen  tribes  along  the  Volga  River  basin  (and  later  along  the  Dnieper  River 
basin).  The  Lithuanians  would  melt  down  the  silver  coins  to  make  jewellery  (necklaces 
and  bracelets). 

Jonas  Karys  notes  that  in  the  and  9*^  centuries  there  was  a marked  decrease  in  the 
number  of  silver  jewellery  items  placed  in  burial  sites.  His  hypothesis  is  that  the  silver 
started  to  be  used  to  manufacture  the  Lithuanian  kapas.  Historical  sources  refer  to  a 
“karcius”,  translated  possibly  meaning  something  that  is  tied  up,  or  bundled.  Karys  felt 
that  karcius  was  a term  for  a unit  of  exchange,  in  particular  a silver  necklace.  In 
reviewing  photographs  of  necklaces  and  bracelets  in  Lithuanian  museums,  and  in 
visiting  these  museums,  I was  impressed  with  how  varied  the  necklaces  were  in  size 
and  weight.  Also,  I was  impressed  with  the  very  large  number  of  uniform,  unadorned 
silver  bracelets  that  have  been  found.  My  hypothesis  is  that  the  first  unit  of  silver 
exchange  was  the  bracelet  (the  “karcius”).  This  would  certainly  be  a convenient  way  for 
a trader  to  carry  currency — on  his  wrist.  Later,  the  bracelet  was  turned  into  the  kapas.  I 
was  unable  to  obtain  information  about  the  weight  or  the  silver  purity  of  the  ancient 
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bracelets.  However,  the  general  appearance  is  that  the  weight  should  be  approximately 
that  Of  one  kapas. 

The  actual  manufacture  of  the  kapas  is  not  mentioned  in  any  historical  sources.  Most 
likely,  they  were  made  by  using  the  lost-wax  method.  The  origin  and  meaning  of  the 
chop  marks  on  the  kapas  is  also  unknown  from  historical  sources  (the  word  kapas 
comes  from  the  word  kapoti,  or  to  chop).  By  looking  at  the  ingots  themselves,  it  is  clear 
that  after  manufacture,  while  the  ingot  was  still  hot,  the  chop  marks  were  placed.  The 
number  of  chop  marks  bears  no  relation  to  the  weight  nor  purity  of  the  kapas.  Most 
likely,  the  chop  marks  were  placed  to  demonstrate  that  no  other  metal  was  placed  in  the 
center.  Why  are  there  many  kapas  with  no  chop  marks?  Most  likely  there  were  many 
different  manufacturers  of  the  kapas,  over  time.  Ones  that  were  deemed  trustworthy  did 
not  need  to  demonstrate  the  interior — but  those  that  were  of  uncertain  reputation,  had  to 
demonstrate  the  inner  contents. 

Of  note  is  that  the  word  kapas,  meaning  “to  chop”  sounds  very  similar  to  the  word 
kapeika.  In  Russian,  “to  chop”  is  “rublit”,  or  “rubit”-the  origin  of  the  term  ruble.  Thus,  the 
units  of  Russian  exchange,  kapeika  and  ruble,  originate  from  the  Lithuanian  kapas. 

There  are  less  than  700  fully  intact  Lithuanian  kapas  known.  They  have  0 to  18  chop 
marks,  with  an  average  weight  of  107  grams.  The  dating  of  the  kapas  is  controversial. 

As  mentioned  above,  Karys  felt  that  they  appear  in  the  8'^  and  9**^  centuries.  There  was 
a hypothesis  proposed,  that  the  kapas  was  based  on  the  Scandinavian  mark  which  was 
introduced  in  Riga,  Latvia,  in  1211.  However,  the  mark  was  208  grams  (even  Vz  of  a 
mark,  at  104  grams,  did  not  match  the  Lithuanian  kapas  weight  of  107  grams),  and  the 
Latvians  never  issued  ingots,  rather  they  issued  coins.  Thus,  if  there  would  have  been 
an  influence  of  the  Latvian  monetary  system  on  Lithuania,  it  would  have  manifested 
itself  by  the  minting  of  coins — which  did  not  happen  until  the  end  of  the  14**^  century. 

Furthermore,  Povilas  Karazija  pointed  out,  that  if  the  121 1 date  was  correct,  then  most 
kapas  would  have  been  manufactured  under  the  rule  of  Mindaugas  (1236-63).  Any 
sovereign  ruler  would  have  insisted  that  some  sort  of  identifying  official  insignia  should 
be  applied  to  units  of  exchange — which  was  not  done.  Thus,  the  dating  of  the  kapas 
must  be  well  before  the  rule  of  Mindaugas.  Karazija  and  most  numismatic  sources  date 
the  kapas  to  the  start  of  the  1 1‘^  or  12*^  centuries. 

From  historical  sources  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  the  buying  power  of  a kapas.  One 
kapas  was  the  equivalent  of  6 months  salary  for  a common  worker  of  a foot  soldier.  You 
could  purchase  15  sheep  for  one  kapas.  For  1 V^  kapas,  a good  riding  horse  could  be 
obtained.  Otherwise,  for  one  kapas,  you  could  purchase  a Polish  prisoner,  or  a wife.  If 
you  happened  to  commit  murder,  one  or  two  kapas  would  be  sufficient  to  save  your  life. 

In  other  words,  a kapas  was  the  equivalent  of  a human  life! 

Besides  the  traditional  Lithuanian  kapas,  there  are  the  large  triangular  Lithuanian  kapas. 
These  were  produced  much  later,  and  appear  to  have  been  an  intermediate  stage  in  the 
production  of  coins  (the  original  kapas  were  melted  down  to  make  the  triangular  ones. 
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which  in  turn  were  used  to  make  coins).  These  kapas  frequently  had  chop  marks  in  the 
center  whereby  they  could  be  broken  into  two  pieces.  There  are  about  10  full  triangular 
kapas  known,  and  about  55  half-kapas  known.  The  full  kapas’  average  weight  was  200 
grams. 

Silver  ingots  were  manufactured  and  used  in  other  Northern  European  territories.  Bob 
Douchis,  in  his  2003  presentation,  claimed  that  a hoard  found  in  historic  Prussian 
territory  was  a Prussian  Ingot.  My  own  review  of  his  slide  materials  suggests  that  this 
hoard,  although  found  in  Prussian  territory,  is  simply  a hoard  of  Lithuanian  kapas. 

Rhomboid-shaped  ingots  were  manufactured  in  Kiev.  A total  of  400  are  known,  and  the 
average  weight  is  160  grams.  They  are  called  grivnas,  from  the  Russian  word  to  tie  or  to 
bundle.  Kiev  was  one  of  the  two  major  commerce  (and  later  administrative)  centers 
created  by  the  Vikings,  along  their  trading  routes  (the  other  center  was  Novgorod). 

Very  unique  and  beautiful  grivnas  are  found  in  Chernigov,  a city  to  the  north  of  Kiev. 
These  are  shoe-horn  shaped  grivnas  that  were  used  briefly  in  the  13‘^  century.  They  are 
fairly  rare  and  the  typical  weight  was  200  grams.  Their  rarity  probably  relates  to  the 
inconvenience  of  using  them — although  beautiful,  the  size  and  shape  would  make  it 
inconvenient  to  actually  use  them  in  commerce. 

North  of  Lithuania  is  found  the  Novgorod  grivnas,  and  “rubles.”  There  are  less  than  500 
Novgorod  grivnas,  grivna  fragments  and  related  species  known.  The  typical  weight  of  a 
full  grivna  is  200  grams.  They  were  used  in  the  12*^  and  13‘^  centuries.  In  1447 
Novgorod  entrepreneurs  learned  of  a way  to  “make  a quick  buck.”  They  started  casting 
grivnas  that  on  the  surface  consisted  of  high  quality  silver,  but  were  finished  off  with  low 
quality  silver  (as  low  as  30%).  These  grivnas  can  be  identified  by  a distinctive  line  were 
the  two  different  alloys  meet.  It  is  because  of  this  counterfeiting  of  Novgorod  grivnas  in 
1447,  that  the  entire  Northern  European  market  decided  to  abandon  ingots  entirely,  and 
switched  to  coinage. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  manufacture  of  the  triangular  Lithuanian  kapas,  and  the 
Kiev,  Chenigov  and  Novgorod  grivnas  was  by  pouring  the  molten  silver  into  a mold  (not 
using  the  lost-wax  method  of  the  standard  Lithuanian  kapas). 

Other  very  distinctive  ingots  are  those  made  by  Northern  Russians,  called  “tongues.” 
They  appear  to  have  first  been  poured,  and  then  hammered.  The  Tatars  also  made 
silver  ingots,  somewhat  similar  in  size  and  contour  to  the  Lithuanian  large  triangular 
kapas — indicating  an  influence. 

Of  considerable  interest  are  the  circular  and  semi-circular  ingots  found  primarily,  and  in 
largest  number,  along  the  banks  of  the  Volga  River.  These  were  initially  felt  to  be  Bulgar 
in  origin.  In  the  7*^  century  AD,  the  Bulgars  from  this  area  migrated  (invaded)  across 
Eastern  Europe  and  settled  in  current-day  Bulgaria.  However,  none  of  these  ingots  are 
found  in  Bulgaria — rather  they  are  found  in  many  other  places  including  Gotland, 
Sweden  and  England.  Based  on  the  Viking  trading  routes,  these  circular  and  semi- 
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circular  ingots  are  actually  Viking  in  manufacture.  Dating  of  these  ingots  is  as  early  as 
1,000  AD.  In  one  museum  in  Gotland,  where  a hoard  of  these  ingots  is  displayed,  the 
English  word  that  they  use  for  the  ingots  is  precisely  “bundle.”  This  “bundle”  refers  all 
the  way  back  to  bundles  of  furs  (including  “grivna”  and  “karcius”)  that  the  Vikings  traded 
for. 

The  authenticity  of  kapas  and  grivnas  is  of  concern.  At  the  end  of  the  19“^  century,  and 
early  20‘^  century  counterfeits  were  made.  Many  of  these  had  unusual  counter  stamps, 
or  stamps  of  Lithuanian  heraldry — basically  none  of  which  appear  in  hoards  of  kapas 
that  have  been  found  (there  are  several  extremely  rare  exceptions).  It  appears  that  the 
three  silver  ingots  in  the  collection  of  the  Balzekas  Museum  in  Chicago  (originally 
purchased  by  Dr.  Alexander  Rackus — ^who  was  the  president  of  the  Chicago  Coin  Club 
in  1928)  and  the  three  ingots  in  the  collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in 
New  York  are  all  of  this  vintage. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  (SI)  in  Washington,  DC,  has  an  extremely  large  and  unique 
collection  of  silver  ingots.  Information  about  this  collection  was  kindly  provided  by  Mr. 

Guido  Fenzi  who  works  in  the  Russian  numismatic  section  of  the  SI.  Grand  Duke 
Georgii  Mikhailovich,  a 1®*  cousin  of  Czar  Alexander  III,  had  amassed  this  large 
collection.  He,  along  with  the  entire  royal  family,  were  executed  in  1918.  His  daughters 
smuggled  the  collection  to  the  US  and  eventually  sold  it  to  Mr.  Willis  H.  duPont.  In  the 
1960-70’s  he  donated  the  entire  collection  to  the  SI.  This  collection  contains  9,000 
coins,  3,500  medals,  and  67  silver  ingots  (37  intact  and  30  fragments).  The  authenticity 
of  all  of  the  ingots  in  this  collection  cannot  be  questioned. 

The  SI  ingot  collection  had  14  Novgorod  grivnas  (one  with  a counter  stamp).  There  are 
19  Kiev  grivnas  and  3 Chernigov  grivnas.  There  is  only  one  Lithuanian  kapas.  There  are 
30  Novgorod  grivna  fragments,  many  of  which  have  counter  stamps  (none-10,  one-6, 
two-8,  three-2,  four-3,  five-1).  It  would  be  of  considerable  interest  to  one  day  visit  the  SI 
and  to  study  these  counter  stamps  as  to  origin  and  use  of  the  stamps. 

Audrius  V.  Plioplys  MD,  January  23,  2006 

THE  DIFFICULT  PATH  OF  THE  LITAS  TO  THE  PEOPLE 

By  Bronius  Jurse 

From  KAUNO  DIENA,  Nr.  26  (13740),  Thursday,  July  23,  1992.  Translated  by  Alex  Radzius. 
This  article  was  written  during  the  time  when  the  original  1991  litas  banknotes  had  been  printed,  but 
were  not  yet  released  into  circulation.  That  occurred  in  June,  1993,  nearly  a year  later  after  this 
article  was  written.  This  article  is  an  historical  snapshot  of  what  was  being  said  at  the  time. 

Apparently  six  denominations  of  our  national  currency,  in  1 0,  20,  50,  1 00  and  1 ,000  litai 
notes  should  have  been  issued  to  the  people.  However,  the  government  has  them  in  storage  “behind 
double  locked  doors"  together  with  Soviet  rubles  and  the  temporary  talonai  notes  called 
"Vagnoreliai".  The  new  notes  were  finally  shown  to  the  public  on  Tuesday  during  a hastily  called 
news  conference  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  It  was  not  well  attended  due  to  the  short  notice.  The 
banknotes  were  printed  abroad  at  a cost  of  6 million  dollars.  The  notes  have  watermarks  and  are 
appealing  to  eye,  how  else  could  they  be  since  they  are  our  national  currency. 


The  1 0 litai  note  has  Darius  and  Girenas  in  the  right  field  of  the  obverse  and  "Lituanica"  on  the 
reverse.  On  the  20  litai  note,  a portrait  of  Maironis  and  scene  of  Kaunas.  And  with  the  increasing 
denominations:  J.  Basanavicius,  S.  Daukantas,  V.  Kudirka  and  M.K.  (!iurlionis  on  the  obverse  and  an 
appropriate  scene  related  to  the  life  of  the  historic  person,  on  the  reverse.  Obviously,  it  may  not  be 
soon  that  every  mortal  will  handle  a 1 ,000  litai  note  with  the  portrait  of  the  famous  artists  and 
composer. 

For  comparison,  a 1 0 ruble  Soviet  note  was  placed  on  the  table.  It  was  completely  covered  by 
a litas  note,  which  is  about  2 or  3 millimeters  wider  and  about  1 .5  to  2 millimeters  longer.  Thus,  all  of 
these  "Specimen"  notes,  the  serial  number  of  each  had  only  zeroes,  were  handled  by  the  journalists. 
But,  when  will  these  notes  be  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  They  have  been  talked  about  for  two  years. 
When  the  leadership  of  the  Bank  was  asked  about  this  (all  seven  were  in  attendence),  the  Chairman 
V.  Baldisius  answered  that  "it  could  have  been  done  yesterday  of  even  the  day  before".  It  is  true  that 
some  of  the  journalists  already  knew  the  words  of  the  new  Premier  A.  Abisalas  who  had  said  that  the 
litas  will  be  issued  soon.  V.  Baldisius  did  not  answer  in  a like  manner,  since  only  in  this  way  can  you 
gain  political  milage  right  before  the  Parliamentary  elections.  First,  we  need  a replacement  for  the 
Soviet  rubles,  something  similar  to  the  Latvian  rubles. 

K.  Ratkevicius,  deputy  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  noted  that  the  Estonians  admit 
that  they  were  to  quick  with  their  krone.  Almost  immediately,  the  standard  of  living  dropped  20 
percent.  The  chief  mistake  made  was  that  no  currency  exchange  aggreememts  were  made  with  the 
other  republics  still  using  the  ruble.  Under  such  circumstances,  how  can  they  pay  us  with  their  krone 
when  we  still  have  the  ruble  in  circulation? 

During  the  news  conference  there  was  talk  of  the  conflict  between  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and 
the  former  Premier  G.  Vagnorius.  A 15  million  ruble  fund  was  authorized  to  aid  drought  stricken 
farmers,  but  where  was  such  a sum  to  come  from?  As  a result  of  the  non-submission  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  to  G.  Vagnorius,  an  investigative  report  on  the  'history  of  the  litas'  appeared  in  the 
newspaper  'Lietuvos  Rytas'.  Journalists  from  the  newspaper  passed  unpublishedBank  documents  to 
the  Premier.  Charges  have  been  placed  against  the  newspaper.  To  counter  the  charges  that  were 
defective  notes,  V.  Baldisius  answered  that  "it  accounts  for  only  0.000001  2 percent  of  the  total.  ..." 

Satisfaction  was  expressed  with  the  fact  that  of  the  20  commercial  banks  operating  in 
Lithuania,  with  4 it  is  possible  to  co-operate  professionally.  FHowever  it  is  disturbing  that  Russia 
"swallowed  up"  (maybe  even  drank  away)  the  eleven  or  more  million  rubles  worth  of  goods  delivered 
by  Lithuania.  Of  course  bankers  in  the  neighboring  countries  see  this  sum,  but  can  do  nothing  about 
it,  said  professor  S.  Uosis,  one  of  the  Bank's  Directors. 

V.  Baldisius  was  asked  if  the  notes  with  his  signature  would  become  worthless  if  he  does  not 
get  re-elected  as  Chairman  of  the  Bank.  He  answered  that  "the  litas  will  not  loose  its  value,  and  we, 
the  Dirctors  of  the  Bank,  are  not  planning  to  resign.  However,  we  firmly  state  that  its  a great  illusion  to 
believe  that  the  hoped-for  stability  will  come  with  the  issuance  of  the  litas." 

A severely  clipped  coin, 
its  reconstruction  and  two 
speculations  as  to  the 
legend.  Yet,  herein  is  an 
estimation  of  this  coin's 
denomination  at  minting. 
Details  in  an  upcoming  issue 
of  'The  Knight'. 
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WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

This  is  a FREE  service  to  non-commercial  LNA 
members.  What  do  you  want  for  your  collection? 
What  do  you  have  for  sale?  List  it  HERE! 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania, 
Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941  only.  J.R.  Greene,  26 
Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA  01331. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  coins  prior  to  1708, 
especially  gold.  Please  write  with  what  you  have 
for  sale.  Tony  Tumonis,  P.O.  Box  89792,  Tucson, 
AZ  85752.  E-mail:  Lith57(a)aol.com. 

WANTED:  Original  Petras  Rimsa  medals, 
(no  contemporary  reproductions).  Also  wanted: 
Lithuanian  1923  First  National  Census  badge. 
Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 
E-mail:  Albionfp(5)hotmail.com. 

WANTED:  High  grade  earlier  Lithuania 
(pre-WWII)  banknotes  for  personal  collection. 
Robert  Pletta,  P.O.  Box  480,  Friendsville,  MD 
21531-0480.  E-mail:  rpletta(a)gcnetmail.net. 


2006  PROOF  10  Centq  COINS 
SURFACING 

In  2006,  the  Mint  of  Lithuania  participated  in 
a coin  exhibition  in  Berlin,  Germany.  It  produced 
special  proof  10  centp  coins  which  were  distributed  to 
dignataries  and  other  special  guests.  It  is  estimated 
that  around  1,500  of  these  coins  were  struck. 

Some  of  these  coins  have  been  offered  on  the 
E-bay  auction  site  recently,  and  have  been  selling  for 
around  $30  to  $45.  These  coins  definately  bear  a 
mirror  surface  and  were  produced  from  a specially 
. prepared  die.  No  mint  sets  were  produced  by 
Lithuania  in  2006,  and  so  these  proof  10  centp  coins 
are  “one-of-a-kind.”  We  are  illustrating  one  for  our 
readers. 
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Lithuanian  Coin  Set  2003. 
Lietuvos  monetu  rinkinys 
5.  2,  and  1 litas;  50,  20,  and  10  centu 
S35  #946 


Lietuvos  monetu  rinkinys 
2.  and  1 litas:  50.  20,  and  10  centu 
S25  #1040 


Hal/ekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture 
(iin  .Shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago, 
IL  60629.  (773)  582-6500.  E-mail: 

L!if  I sfiop(^  lithuanianmuseum.org. 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  30,  No.  1,  Issue  #157. 
September-October  2007.  The  official  publication  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association.  Aleksanclra.s 
Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic. 
Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  30  (5 

issues)  a donation  of  $25  or  more.  Write:  Alex  Radzius. 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box  22696. 
Baltimore,  MD  21203.  E-mail:  Lithnumis(2)hotmail.coin 
EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  9(K)  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  Albionfp(5)hotmail.com 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Sarunas  Mingela, 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville,  MI  48167.  The  LN.\ 
is  a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associatiim 
C- 117903.  This  issue  begins  the  countdown  to  30  \ears 
of  The  Knight,  which  will  occur  with  our  MaN-.lune 
2008  issue. 


